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Jean Leducq was a French entrepreneur who, over the course 

of fifty years, built a successful international business involving 

the supply and care of linens and uniforms.

In 1883, Jeanõs grandfather 

founded a laundry service 

in a suburb north of Paris.  

The company sent its 

horse-drawn carriages all 

over Paris to supply 

restaurants, hotels and 

public baths with clean 

linen.

Just after World War II, Jean was sent by his father to Rouen, 

to get the factory in Normandy back on its feet.  He had 

barely arrived when the US army placed an order for 50 tons 

of linen to be cleaned each week!   
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In 1968, Jean, now in charge of the 

family business, grouped its 

activities into a new entity called 

Elis, an abbreviation for Europe 

Linge Service.
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Elisõ clients included Euro Disney and 

the French Olympic team, for which 

Elis created the official uniforms.

In the United States, Jean founded 

Rental Uniform Services , based in 

Culpeper, Virginia, which was later 

bought by Cintas, a leader in the 

uniform industry.



In the mid 1970õs, Jean was admitted to a 

hospital in Nice, France, for a suspected 

heart attack.  Concerned because his father 

and grandfather had died in their fifties of 

heart disease, he decided to seek care at 

the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota.  

There, he was the beneficiary of a relatively 

new technology of the time:  coronary artery 

bypass surgery.  

Impressed with the quality of care he 

received, Jean continued to seek medical 

treatment at the Mayo Clinic for the rest of 

his life, and went on to live into his eighties. 

His connections to the Mayo Clinic would 

become very helpful later when he began 

to think about creating a foundation to 

promote medical research.
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